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On the same day the Florida Public Service Commission is taking up Florida Power & Light Co.’s rate hike request, a lawsuit has
been filed against the state’s largest utility, claiming its equipment failed to handle the electrical load during the most recent cold spell.

The suit, which seeks class action status, alleges that tens of thousand of homeowners in Broward and Palm Beach counties lost power due
to the “systemic failure of FP&L’s equipment, including the wholesale failure of transformers, power lines and other equipment across
FP&L’s power grid in Palm Beach and Broward counties.”

In a statement, FP&L called the lawsuit "frivolous" and "utterly without merit."

FP&L said that, on Monday morning, customer demand reached an all-time high of 24,354 megawatt-hours. This was the third demand
record in as many days and far surpassed the all-time summer peak of 22,361 megawatt-hours, set on Aug. 17, 2005, according to the
utility.

"Through it all, FP&L maintained power to an average of more than 99 percent of our customers while operating at near-maximum
capacity," the company said.

The suit, which was filed in Palm Beach Circuit Court on behalf of Anthony Stampone, alleges that as many as 25,000 homeowners were
left without power in near-freezing conditions for hours or, in some cases, even days.

“This is precisely the type of case that lends itself to class action treatment since all affected homeowners are in the same boat,” said Joel
A. Kaplan of Kaplan & Freedman in Miami, who filed the suit along with Scott N. Gelfand of Coral Springs.

The suit alleges that FP&L’s attempts to deal with the outages were insufficient “Band-Aid approaches.” It asks that a judge issue an order
requiring that FP&L be required to make sure that such power outages never happen again, to ensure that power is fully restored and that
it pay damages for, among other things, “personal property, loss of use of homes, loss of enjoyment of life and inconvenience.”

FP&L said that, while no system is perfect, it worked around-the-clock to restore service, deploying 1,300 workers to restore power. Out of
the 800,000 transformers, the company said it had to replace about 1,300, or 0.2 percent.

"Our transformers are designed to meet normal weather conditions in Florida, but even under the record-setting cold weather we
experienced, they held up well," the company said.
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