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By DEVLIN BARRETT

Shock-haired - - boxing
procoter ' Don King went
toe-to-toe - with Iawyers for
Lenn Lewis '

‘The opemng round of the'

--mal began in Manhattan

federal court, where ‘Holy-
field - the former ‘champ
— had a ringside seat: to

wateh his promoter shag it

out. with his old ring neme-
sis. -
Lewis, who is to testify
today, agreed in the con-
tract to fight the World Box:
ing Association’s top-ranked
challenger — at the time
Henry Akinwande — if
Lewis beat Holyfield. -
Lewis’ lawyers say. the
contract: contains an escape
clause that allows him- to
fight someone else if the
WBA agrees — while Eing

argues that he must fight .

theel ont No. 1 wnteuder, ‘

chhael Grant, ranked No,

5 by the WBA 1n Madison

~Bquare GardenApanQ. :

If Judge Lewis -Kaplan

" rules in favor of the British

" boger; the Grant fight will
likely be for the undisputed

gheavywelght title, ©

But - if the- Judge_deelares

" King the courthouse victor,

~ the Grant boiit will ‘be for

o two of the thres champxon—

_ ghip titles. - - .

- Qutside . court,.’ Holyﬁeld

_ took ‘4 swipe. at- Lewis for

: evadmgAinnwande..

- “The Real Deal”™ Hoiyﬁeid
‘said Lewis is putting his
own selfish interests before
the good of the sport.

“He thinks he’s bigger

w than boxmg and that’s just
wrong,” said Holyfield. “The

Wsettoﬁght'

honor of the game is to have

yourself poSiﬁoned where

people can't duck you.
Holyfield, who had a

chunk of his éar bitten off in
-an - infamous fight with
_Mike Tyson, said he came
“to support Don King.” :
*-“But the big thing is, the -

Tulés: ‘are the rules, said

| Holyfield. -

Lewis’ lawyer Scott Gel-

fand, argued in court that

King knew any requifement
for a bout with Akinwande °

was “a deal-breaker” for the
Lewis-Holyfield rematch,

" Gelfand said Kihg backed
off his demand for an Akin-

- wande bhout after an angry
phone call _wath Lewm’ .

promoters.

But Gelfand took sonhe_

early pounding from the
judge, who accused the

Lewis camp of “tap dancing”

around the issues in the

- case,

“You are bugy throwing
up all kinds of baloney on-a
great many  subjects”
fumed Kaplan.

King sat in the back of the '

courfroom reading a philos-

ophy book before shppmg_

out as the aﬂ;emoon sessmn
began.

He may testify as early as

. tomorrow.
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IQH HiS GORNEH. Former champ Evander Holyfield

!eaves Manhattan federal court yesterday with Don King.
field said he -had come 1o support-hls premeoter; who
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